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Greetings to all members and supporters at the start of the month of
February. Tomorrow we celebrate the great Feast of Candlemas
commemorating the presentation of Jesus at the Temple
It is traditionally called the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary
which occurred 40 days after his birth as prescribed by the Jewish law.
Bishop Philip Egan reminds us in his newsletter:- “St Luke tells us,

quoting Exodus 13:2,12, that Mary and Joseph took Jesus to Jerusalem
because every firstborn child was to be dedicated to the Lord. They also
went to sacrifice a pair of doves or two young pigeons. This lowly offered
showed that Mary and Joseph were likely poor. Once in the temple, Jesus
was purified by the prayer of Simeon, in the presence of Anna the
prophetess. Simeon, upon seeing the Messiah, gave thanks to the Lord,
singing a hymn now called the Nunc Dimittis:
Lord, now you let your servant go in peace, your word has
been fulfilled:
My own eyes have seen the salvation, which you have
prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal you to the nations and the glory
of your people Israel.

Simeon told Mary, "Behold, this child is set for
the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign
that is spoken against, (and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), that thoughts out of many hearts may be
revealed." Simeon thus foreshadowed the crucifixion and the sorrows of
Mary at seeing the death of her Son.

The name Candlemas is derived from the activities associated with the
feast. It came to be known as the Candle Mass. In the Western Church, a
procession with lighted candles is the distinctive rite. After the candles
have been blessed, the procession into the church for Mass
commemorates Christ's entrance into the temple.
Not all of our Island churches have Mass and Candlemas ceremonies
tomorrow. Those known at present are:
Quarr and St. Cecilia’s Abbey at 10-00am
Sacred Heart, Shanklin and St. Thomas’s, Cowes at 12 noon
You can check your own church.
Many thanks to all those who have paid their annual subscriptions (85%
of members). This is appreciated. Remember, it is still only £8-00 for
individuals; £10 for families.
If you are in Ryde, this can be given to Gill or myself in St. Mary’s.
Otherwise, it can be sent to the address above please.
Cheques payable to:- “IoW Catholic History Society” please. Thank you.
Our funds assist us with communication, publicity and promotional
activities through our website and newsletters such as this one.
In this month’s newsletter you will find articles on the following:The Service of commemoration for the 150th anniversary of Queen Victoria’s visit
to St. Dominic’s Priory, Carisbrooke.
DOWRY visit of the Statue of Our Lady of Walsingham to our cathedral
Via Francigena – the Road from Canterbury to Rome
Festival of Santo Nino

News from Quarr Abbey

First Saturday Devotions

Catholic church memorials

Island Choirs

First Saturday Devotions

Dowry Visit of the Statue of Our Lady of Walsingham
As you may know, in preparation for the re-consecration of England to
Our Blessed Lady on the Feast of the Annunciation, 2020, the Statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham is being taken to the Catholic cathedrals of

England for a three day visit. It will be here at our cathedral April 4th –
7th. Please make a note of this important date.
In order to raise awareness of this unique event in the Catholic history
of our country, two members of our society (also members of NEST –
Island Evangelisation Strategy Team) will be visiting
schools to talk to staff and pupils about Walsingham and
its significance. In addition, our society will be providing
the Island’s Catholic churches with a simple, easy to read
booklet on Our Lady of Walsingham, suitable for the
whole family (see picture – right) within the next few
weeks. With the approval of clergy, these will be
available (free) at the back of your church;- one copy per family.
This has been made possible with a small legacy left to our society by
Yvonne Rampton of Ryde, who died last March. Yvonne had a great
devotion to Our Lady.
We hope that you will find the booklets both interesting and
informative.
You will hear more on the visit of this Marian Statue to our cathedral in
later issues of this newsletter.
Click on to this link for further details of the DOWRY tour
www.dowrytour.org.uk

The Wilton Diptych
With the approach of April 4th and the visit of the Dowry Statue of Our
Lady of Walsingham to our cathedral, this late fourteenth century
painting (see below) will gradually become more significant to us.
It is a small portable diptych of two hinged panels, painted on both
sides, now in the National Gallery in London. It is an extremely rare
survival of a late Medieval religious panel painting from England. The
diptych was painted for King Richard II of England, who is depicted
kneeling before the Virgin and Child in what is known as a donor
portrait. He is presented to them by his patron saint, John the Baptist,
and by the English royal saints Edward the Confessor and Edmund the
Martyr. The painting is an outstanding example of Medieval art.

The painting is indicative of both Richard's belief in his divine right to
rule and his genuine Catholic faith and devotion. It also importantly
symbolises (in the form of the Pennant), Richard II giving his kingdom
into the hands of Our Blessed Lady, thereby continuing a long tradition
by which England was known as "Our Lady's Dowry" and was believed to
be specially under her protection.

Next year (Feast of the Annunciation) England is to be re-consecrated as
the Dowry of Mary in Westminster Cathedral. The Dowry visits of the
Walsingham statue to our cathedrals is to raise awareness of this historic
event.
The only (known) depiction of the Wilton Diptych here on the Island is
in the Priory School of Our Lady of Walsingham at Whippingham
--------------------------------------

Ecumenical Rosary Day in honour of Our Lady.
This was held, appropriately during the Octave of Prayer for
Christian Unity, at St. David’s Church, East Cowes.

All the Mysteries of the Holy Rosary were recited, as well
as the Midday Office. Fr. Jonathan was pleased to welcome
Fr. John Ryder and Deacon Corrine Smith from All Saints
Church, Godshill. The day concluded with Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament.

Ed Matyjaszek was present to read some appropriate Marian
poems from his booklet “The Rosary – England’s Prayer”.
The booklet (right) is Published by ST PAULS by Westminster
Cathedral, Morpeth Terrace, London SW1P 1EP. Tel: 0207 828
5582, www.stpauls.org.uk or it is available from Ed himself at
ems@emsbase.co.uk at £3-50.

--------------------------------

REPORT -

150th

anniversary of Queen Victoria’s visit to
St. Dominic’s Priory, Carisbrooke
An Ecumenical Service of
Thanksgiving was held
th
26 January to mark this historic
event – the first Post Reformation
visit of a monarch to an English
Catholic monastic institution.

Carisbrooke Priory echoed with Queen Victoria's footsteps as the
Island's High Sheriff, Gioia Minghella-Giddens, and her husband,
Richard, joined over 40 people to remember the Queen's visit in January
1869. In the ecumenical service of thanksgiving talks about the history
and current work of the priory were given.

Queen Victoria's visit was both symbolic and remarkable because she,
the head of the Church of England making her first visit to a Catholic
institution.
Gioia Minghella-Giddens (High Sheriff of the Island)
was the guest of honour for the event. She spoke about
her pleasure at being here at the priory and she stressed
the importance of community work and co-operation;
collaborating together with others for the common good;
an objective that is evident here at the priory.
She also spoke about the High Sheriff’s role:- mainly to support the
Crown and the judiciary, but also to give support and encouragement to
crime prevention agencies, the emergency services and to the voluntary
sector, such as community foundations, church groups and local charities
working with vulnerable and other people both in endorsing and helping
to raise the profile of their valuable work.
In his homily at the Service, Fr. Jonathan Redvers
Harris spoke about to Queen Victoria’s visit as “a

symbolic moment: - an act which helped to dispel the
fears of Protestants and was a positive step in breaking
down the barriers that existed between Catholicism and
Protestantism”.
Although the Dominican nuns are no longer here, their life of prayer
and service still continues at the priory. Father urged those present to
give thanks today for Queen Victoria’s visit and we pray that the vision
of Christianity - “that they may be one” - will one day come to fruition.
Father gave the blessing, together with Rev.
James Cooke (a Priory Trustee and retired
Anglican Vicar).
Bob White (Chairman of the Priory
Trustees) spoke about the present ministry
healing and service to others as a
continuation on the nuns’ ministry. He spoke
about three main objectives that they have

(all beginning with A). Firstly, the Adoration of God. Secondly,
Accommodation for the Homeless; and thirdly, Attraction. It was
important to make the priory an attractive place where people feel
comfortable and at ease.
I was pleased (on behalf of the CHS) to be asked to speak on the early
days of the priory and the reasons for Queen Victoria’s visit and the
impact that it had on ecumenical relations at the time.

“It is providential that this is the conclusion of the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. This royal visit was not the fore runner of this Week of
Prayer for Christian
Unity. It did not
commence until 50 years
later, but it was small but
very significant step that
led gradually to improved
relations with the crown
(monarchy) and with
other churches”.
You can read the whole
talk on our website
www.iow-chs.org/events-reports
After the Service, refreshments were served in the same refectory
where the Dominican nuns used during their 123 years of witness here.

Feast of Santo Nino
Filipino Mass to celebrate this Fiesta.
Saturday, 26th January in St. Mary’s Church, Ryde.
The Fiesta of Santo Nino is celebrated in the Philippines on
the third week of January. This celebration has a special as it
marks the anniversary of the birth of Christianity in the

Philippines. The original statue of Santo Nino was given in April 1521 by
the Portuguese explorer, Ferdinand Magellan, to Hara Amihan (Queen
Juana) as baptismal gift.
It was a similar statue to the Infant Jesus of Prague. This
event was acknowledged as miraculous, and a church
was later built on the purported site of the discovery.
To celebrate this festival, Mass was offered in St. Mary’s,
Ryde by Fr. Claro Conde. Father preached on following
the Gospel message of Christ. He said:-

“Jesus wants us to care for the needs of others; - the poor,
the sick, the needy, the suffering and the oppressed. He gave His life in the
service of others; culminating in His death on the Cross”
Afterwards, there was a procession around the church with the statue of
Santo Nino (see pictures); followed by a convivial lunch in the church hall,
provided by the Filipino community.
Further Filipino Masses and celebrations are planned for May and later in
Advent. More details later.

News from Quarr Abbey
Guided tours of Quarr Abbey
Guided tours of the abbey on the first Tuesday of
each month. Meet outside the Bookshop at 11-00am.
Why not go for the tour. spend some time in private
prayer and meditation in the abbey crypt chapel and
then have lunch in the café? Visit the bookshop for
2019 calendars, diaries and many other religious books and artefacts.

Poetry at the Abbey
Quarr Abbey is hosting a Poetry Reading at 5-40pm (after Vespers) on
Saturday 23rd February in the Archway Meeting Room.
James Arthur, the distinguished North American poet (in England as a
visiting fellow at Exeter College, Oxford) and author of Charms Against
Lightning and Hundred Acre Wood will be joined by three former interns
of the Abbey: Sam Davidson, author of Love’s Many Names; James Coghill,

author of Anteater; and Blake Everitt, author of Breathshapes and
Lightgnawn. Everyone welcome.

Monastic Experience Weekend at Quarr Abbey
Friday 8th (evening) - Sunday 10th March 2019
Although over three months away, this is an
opportunity to draw someone’s attention to this
weekend, who may be considering the monastic life.
The Monastic Experience Weekend is designed to
give single Catholic men aged 18-35 the opportunity
to sample monastic life, as it is led at Quarr Abbey in
the Benedictine tradition of the Solesmes Congregation. They will be
able to attend the liturgical worship in the church, pursue personal
prayer and meditation on the Bible in the prayerful silence of the
monastery, and hear talks from the monks about their way of life, their
liturgy and the Rule of Saint Benedict which they follow. There will be
opportunities to participate in the work of the monks and to ask
questions.
For further information contact: Brother Duncan or visit the abbey web
site www.quarrabbey.org/site.php

Exposition and Adoration at Quarr Abbey
Thursdays

7-30pm – 8-00pm

Sundays

During Lent from 5-30pm
(after Vespers) until 6-45pm

Exposition and Adoration at St. Cecilia’s Abbey
Sundays

5-30pm – 6-30pm. This is on most Sundays (after Vespers – 5-

00pm).

All day Exposition on the three days prior to LENT.
Sunday, 3rd to Tuesday, 5th March (after Mass until Vespers (5-00pm)

All day Exposition on “Laetare” Sunday (31st March)
---------------------------------------

Catholic Church memorials.
Unlike
Anglican
churches, Catholic
churches are not known for their memorials
to deceased parishioners. We are encouraged
rather, to remember them in our prayers.
There are some exceptions however. One of
these is on the north wall of St. Mary’s
Church in Ryde (See right).
It is a Welsh slate memorial tablet in
memory of Charlotte Elliot, the lady
companion of Elizabeth, Countess of Clare;
foundress of the church.
Charlotte went
into the church to pray on the morning of
the 6th November, 1861 and dropped down
dead near the 3rd Station of the Cross. This
memorial tablet records the date and place of
her death and bears the coat of arms of both Charlotte and the Countess
of Clare.

First Saturday Devotions in Gosport
Older Catholics will remember the First Friday and First Saturday
Devotions that were once available in all parishes. Some of our Island
parishes still promoted these until quite recently.
The devotion of the First Saturdays, as requested by
Our Lady to Sister Lucia in December, 1925 at Fatima
(eight years after her first apparition) carries with it
the assurance of salvation. However, to derive profit
from such a great promise, the devotion must be
properly understood and duly performed.
The requirements as stipulated by Our Lady are:
(1) Confession
(2) Communion
(3) Five decades of the Rosary
(4) Meditation on one or more of the Rosary mysteries for fifteen minutes

(5) To do these things in the spirit of Reparation to the Immaculate Heart.
(6) To observe these practices on the First Saturday of five consecutive months.

It is good to hear of some parishes resurrected these devotions. One such
parish is St Mary’s in High Street, Gosport. The Franciscans at the church
invite us to join them tomorrow (Saturday 2nd February) and on the
First Saturday of every month for their First Saturday Devotions.
Holy Rosary at 9.00 am followed by a Solemn Sung Latin (E.F.) Mass at
9.30 am. This then flows into Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament with
the Rosary, a meditation on the Coronation of Our Lady as Queen of
Heaven and first Saturday devotions to the Immaculate Heart.
Confessions will also be available. The morning ends with Benediction at
12.00 pm. Following the First Saturday Devotions, the church’s Marian
Group meets for their Seasonal Social in the hall. There will be a
reflection by Father Serafino with a question and answer session,
followed by a bring and share meal.
Some people have already decided to go to Gosport tomorrow. Why not
earmark one of the First Saturdays in future? There will be a warm
welcome for you.

Island Choirs
Camerata Chamber Choir
This choir is based here on the Island. It was started in February 2010
and, after just few rehearsals, delivered a first performance the following
month. Although we are a non-professional choir, the choir perform
beautiful pieces to the highest standards. Their repertoire includes music
from Western Art to contemporary choral music.
A recent concert was performed at All Saints. The choir was augmented
with four soloists plus a small but lovely chamber ensemble.
The programme consisted of sacred music from Talis, Bach and
Buxtehude, concluding with Mozart's Missa Brevis in D major. Tony
Gale of Ryde attended the concert and describes it as “a great

performance”. They also sang at few months ago at Quarr Abbey and the
abbot greatly appreciated their music.
Their next concert is on Saturday 8th June at 7pm at Holy Trinity
Church Bembridge. Why not visit their website - www.cameratacciow.co.uk
Tritone Singers
Another Island Choir is the Tritone Singers which was established by
Brian Northcote at Bembridge School in 1975. For almost 40 years the
choir has continued to sing a variety of choral music. They are now
under the direction of Richard Wilkins. They will be giving a concert on
Friday 8th March at 7.30pm in St Catherine's Church, Ventnor. The
main work will be Faure's Requiem in addition to music by Elgar, Stainer
and Franck.
Why not visit their website www.tritonesingers.com
Sounds of Heaven – The People’s Opera Choir
In many ways one could call this a Catholic
choir. Following the success of Sounds of
Heaven, in October 2018, acclaimed Isle of
Wight artists Annalisa Vaughan, Soprano,
Richard
Benger, Organist/Composer and
Poet/Playwright Edmund Matyjaszek, they will
be performing a moving programme of Lieder,
Oratorio and Poetry inspired by the Virgin Mary and entitled “Mary in

May”.
Performances will take place at St Mary's church, Ryde, on the 18th and
at St Thomas of Canterbury church, Cowes, on 19th May, 7:30pm on
both evenings.

Significant Anniversaries
Mon. 11th Feb

Opening of the 1st St. David's Church, E. Cowes (1906)

Fri. 1st March

Feast of St. David, Patron of St. David's, E. Cowes
Consecration of high altar of the present St. David's
Church, E. Cowes (1952)

Sat. 2nd March

First (High) Mass in the present St. David's Church,
E. Cowes (1952)

Wed. 13th March

Anniversary of the election of Pope Francis (2013)

Sun. 17th March

Feast of St. Patrick, Patron of St. Patrick's, Sandown.

Tues. 19th March

Feast of St. Joseph. Patron of the Universal Church.
Anniversary of the inauguration of Pope Francis (2013)

Mon. 25th March

Feast of the Annunciation of Our Lady
Birth of Elizabeth, Countess of Clare, foundress of St.
Mary’s, Ryde (1793)
Opening (and first Mass) at Holy Cross Church,
Seaview (1957)
Pope John-Paul II consecrated Russia to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary (1984)

Fri. 29th March

Anniversary of Consecration of St. John's Cathedral (1887)

Looking ahead in 2019
Some Events (in near future)
Sat. 2nd Feb.

Feast of Candlemas – Presentation of Our Lord
(Purification of Mary – traditional calendar)

th

Mon. 4 Feb.

IoW Franciscan Group meeting.
McAuley Centre, Newport. 2-00pm

Tues. 5th Feb

Guided tour of Quarr Abbey. Meet at bookshop. 11am.

Sat. 9th Feb.

Mass at 12 noon at St. Thomas’s, Cowes
(With Anointing of the Sick - Sat. nearest Our Lady of Lourdes Day)

th

Mon. 11 Feb

Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes
World Day of Prayer for the Sick

Sat. 16th Feb

CAFOD Meeting - St. Thomas’s, Cowes (after 9-30am Mass)

Fri. 22nd Feb to
Sun. 24th Feb

Douai Abbey Retreat on the “Holy Eucharist”

Sat. 23rd Feb.

Poetry Reading at Quarr Abbey. 5-40pm (after Vespers)

Sun. 24th Feb.

Monthly Divine Mercy Service at St. Patrick’s,
Sandown 2-30pm

Sat 2nd Mar.

Formation Day Mass for Adorers at Sacred Heart,
Shanklin. – 12 noon

Sun. 3rd Mar –
Tues. 5th Mar.

Three days of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at
St. Cecilia’s Abbey in preparation for LENT
(After Mass until Vespers at 5-00pm)

Tues. 5th Mar.
Wed. 6th Mar

Guided tour of Quarr Abbey. 11-00am
Ash Wednesday – Start of LENT.

Mon 11th Mar.

Lenten study course (St Luke) begins at St David’s,
E. Cowes.

Fri 15th Mar .

CAFOD Lenten Fast Day

Sun 17th Mar.

Divine Mercy devotions at St David’s, E. Cowes.

Sun 31st Mar.

“Laetare” Sunday - Mothering Sunday
Exposition all day at St. Cecilia’s Abbey

April 4th – 7th

Dowry visit of the Statue of Our Lady of Walsingham
to our cathedral in Portsmouth

Finally, and as always, thank you once again for your support of the
CHS. Please follow us on our website
www.iow-chs.org
which is
updated weekly and also on our three Facebook pages:www.facebook.com/groups/1726025157668148
www.facebook.com/groups/101728147151608

The next CHS will appear in four weeks, on 1st March.

We would be delighted to receive any articles / information /
photographs of events relating to Catholic history and culture from all
areas of the island. Once again, we would be delighted if Island clergy,
parish secretaries / assistants etc, copied any of our E. news or website
articles to promote in their parishes. There is no need to ask for specific
permission.
The Isle of Wight Catholic History Society is an independent association
promoting the Catholic history and culture of the Island.
Any views and opinions recorded in this newsletter, and on the CHS website
are those of its members.
The society is pleased to publicise (at its own discretion) articles and events contributed by other
groups /societies or individuals, which have a Catholic / Christian ethos.
The society welcomes all contributions from members as well as any factual corrections

