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May 2023 Newsletter 
   

   

  Hello everyone. We are in the month of May once again. This is 

Mary’s month and highlight in this newsletter the history and 

traditional devotions in honour of Our Blessed Lady, that are a 

significant part of our Catholic parish life and heritage. 

  As always, thank you for your support of our society. Don’t forget to 

follow us daily of our two Facebook pages and on our website, which is 

updated weekly. Log in details at the top of this newsletter. 

In this newsletter you will find articles and pictures on:- 
 

Attachment One 
 

May – Month of Mary 

Marian Poetry 

Five First Saturdays  

Marian Processions 

Marian Prayers 

An IoW Seminarian 
 

Attachment Two 
 

Walsingham Pilgrimage 

Mary in stained glass 

St. Mary’s Ryde – 150th anniversary 

New Online Prayer Group 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary 

Significant anniversaries 

mailto:iow-chs@outlook.com
http://www.iow-chs.org/
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 MAY – MARY’S MONTH 
  Mary’s month is here once again. In England in May we notice the 

change from the winter months of cold, damp and darkness to the 

vitality and freshness of the various shades of green. In this month, 

traditionally devoted to Our Lady, the Dowry of Mary inevitably takes 

on new life and vigour. St. John Henry 

Newman, writing in Victorian England, 

reminds us that “May is the time when the 
earth bursts forth into fresh foliage and its 
green grass after the hard frost and the 
winter snow. It is a time when blossoms 
are on the trees and the flowers are in the 
garden. For such gladness and joyousness 
of external nature is a fit attendant to our 
devotion to her who is the Mystical Rose 
and the House of Gold”.  

  Many will remember with great affection the wonderful processions 

in Our Lady’s honour which were once a memorable part of our English 

Catholic heritage, with girls dressed in white with blue veils and 

ribbons in their hair. Is this pure nostalgia? Surely it is a recognition of 

the Queenship of Mary; as the litany reminds us, – the Queen of 

Heaven, the Queen of Peace, the Queen conceived without original sin, 

the Queen of us all, created by Almighty God. Devotion to Mary has 

long been the hallmark of English Catholics. This was reinforced in 

1893 by the re-dedication of England as the dowry of Mary. This 

solemn re-dedication took place at the request of Pope Leo XIII and was 

carried out by the English Hierarchy in Brompton Oratory on the Feast 

of Sts. Peter and Paul. Six months later our own chapel and shrine to 

Our Lady in St. Mary’s, Ryde was solemnly blessed and dedicated by 

Bishop Vertue on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 1893. 

  Many of us will remember the Marian processions in honour of Our 

Lady, which were a prominent feature of parish life. Children would be 

encouraged to bring flowers from their garden into school to adorn the 

statue of Our Lady, which would have had pride of place in each class. 



The annual procession and the crowning of the statue of Mary, would 

have brought church and school together for the annual celebration of 

Our Lady as Queen of Heaven. 

  We often blame Vatican II for the disappearance of such devotional 

aspects of church life; but, to be fair, Vatican II never mentioned 

processions. From the 1970s they just seemed to lose their impetus. 

Thankfully, they appear to be making a comeback in recent years.  

Covid is still around, curtailing many of our activities; yet we can still 

celebrate Mary’s month at home with our family. We can make the 

statue of Mary the focal point of prayers in our homes. We can recite 

the rosary, the Litany of Our Lady, the Memorare, the Prayer for 

England; or our children can compile their own Marian intercessions.  
   

  Find out what your church / parish is doing during May. Why not 

make a point of visiting your church’s Lady chapel / statue and lighting 

a candle in honour of Our Lady? We need the intercession of Our Lady 

now more than ever.                Sancta Maria – Ora pro nobis. 
 

Children wait eagerly (above) in the church at St. Mary’s, Ryde six years ago, ready to 

place their flowers at the statue of Our Lady, whilst Fr. Glaysher leads the Litany of  

Our Lady. 
 

 



 

(Left) The 

congregation gather 

outside St. Saviour’s, 

Totland in 2019 

before the procession 

around the grounds 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
(Right) 

 Annual May 

Procession in 

Ryde High 

Street (1955) 

with girls  

from the 

Presentation 

Convent 

carrying the 

statue of Our 

Lady. Behind 

the statue is Fr. 

McDermot -Roe 

and 

parishioners,  

led by the 

Legion of Mary 

 

 



 
St. Mary’s (1970s). 

The statue of Our 

Lady having been 

crowned with 

flowers in front of 

the altar; is 

carried from the 

church on the 

bier by girls from 

the Presentation 

Convent. 

 

 

 

 
(Left) The statue of 

Our Lady is carried 

in procession at St. 

Wilfrid’s, Ventnor 

in 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 
(Left) Annual 

May Procession 

at St. Mary’s, 

Ryde in 2014. 

Fr. Glaysher 

leads the rosary 

before children 

lay flowers at 

the statue of 

Our Lady 



The Five First Saturdays 
 The month of May is an opportune time to remind ourselves of the Five 

First Saturdays: once a regular feature of Catholic parish life. 
 

 On 13 July 1917, Our Lady appeared for the third time to the three 

children of Fatima and showed them the vision of hell and made the 

now famous thirteen prophecies. In this vision Our Lady said that:-  
“God wishes to establish in the world devotion to Her Immaculate Heart and 
that She would come to ask for the Communion of Reparation on the Five 
First Saturdays.”   
  

 Eight years later, on 10 December 1925, Our 

Lady did indeed come back. She appeared (with 

Jesus) to Lucia in her convent. The Child Jesus 

spoke first: “Have compassion on the Heart of your 

Most Holy Mother, which is covered with thorns 
with which ungrateful men pierce It at every 
moment, while there is no one to move them with an Act of Reparation.” 
  

 Our Lady then said:- 
 “My daughter, look at my heart surrounded with thorns with which 
ungrateful men pierce it at every moment by their blasphemies and 
ingratitude. You, at least, try to console me, and say that I promise to assist at 
the hour of death with all the graces necessary for salvation, all those who, on 
the First Saturday of five consecutive months go to Confession and Holy 
Communion, recite five decades of the Rosary and keep me company for a 
quarter of an hour while meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary, with the 
intention of making Reparation to me.”  
   

  The devotion of the First Saturdays, as requested by Our Lady at 

Fatima, carries with it the assurance of salvation. However, to derive 

profit from such a great promise, the devotion must be properly 

understood and duly performed. The requirements as stipulated by Our 

Lady are as follows:-                                                                                               
 

(1) Confession                 (2) Communion                  (3) Five decades of the Rosary                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

(4) Meditation on one or more of the Rosary mysteries for fifteen minutes                                                                                                             

(5) Do these things in a spirit of Reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.                                                                                                                

(6) Observe these practices on the First Saturday of five consecutive months.  



Poetry for the Month of May 
 

Two poems written by Edmund Matyjaszek of Ryde 
 

    The Queen of Flowers 

I would bring flowers to lay at your bare feet, 

Roses unthorned, and marigolds all hued 

With the sun; a dainty small delicate primrose, 

Bluebells transparent with the colour of the sky 

Orchids that bloom exotic, sumptuous,  

Sweet freesia, pale lilac, irises in bloom, 

Lightly dangling fuchsia, red-stained poppies, 

Honeysuckle spilling over the garden wall. 
 

I’d lay them heaped in profusion, 

Cascades of colour, garlands, bunches – 

Fragrant, multiple, abundant with innocence. 

And with these flowers all my praise. 
 

Walsingham Walk 
Do not go now you have brought me 

To this pass of time, 

Where for a mother's love you free 

My soul from its crime 
 

And bring me to this Norfolk village 

To know quiet and ease 

Where I, by a late year's pilgrimage, 

Bend my proud knees 
 

To ask for mercy and to plead 

For guidance and for love, 

For the spirit that in these times we need 

To come down like a dove 
 

And shelter us as your mother shelters 

All in this her shrine; 

To bind us in the tender fetters 

Of your bread and wine 

And bring our souls back to their form, 

Natural and free; 

For which to Walsingham I have come 

To pray sweet Mary. 
 



Marian Prayers for the Month of May 
 

Prayer for the conversion of England 
O Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of God and our most gentle Queen and 

Mother, look down in mercy upon England thy dowry and upon us all who 

greatly hope and trust in thee. By thee it was that Jesus our Saviour and our 

hope was given unto the world and He has given thee to us that we may hope 

still more. Plead for us thy children, whom thou didst receive and accept at 

the foot of the cross, O sorrowful Mother. Intercede for our separated 

brethren that with us and the one true fold, they may be united with the 

chief shepherd, the Vicar of Thy Son. Pray for us all dear mother, that by 

faith and fruitful good works we may all deserve to see and praise God 

together with thee in our heavenly home. Amen 
 

Memorare (Prayer of St. Bernard) 
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it 

known that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored 

thy help or sought thy intercession, was left unaided. 

Inspired with this confidence, I fly unto thee,  

O Virgin of virgins my Mother; to thee do I come, before 

thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful;  

O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions,  

but in thy clemency hear and answer me. Amen. 
 

Living the Faith at home 
  How Catholic is your home? Do you have a crucifix ……. Statues ? Does 

the family pray together? Here is a Ryde family that created a mini chapel 

in their home. This becomes the focal point of their family prayers.    

  Clare Short (Ryde) writes:- 
 

“Today I made a windowsill in my 
house into a prayer corner (see 
right). You will see Our Lady of 

Walsingham, Fatima and Carmel: 
Domestic Church, Rosary and 

Brown Scapular”. 



Mother Abbess of St Cecilia’s celebrates two anniversaries 
  

Mother Abbess celebrated the Silver Jubilee of her Monastic Profession on 

2nd February, the Feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord in the Temple.  A small group of Mother 

Abbess’ family and friends came for the occasion, 

together with the monks of Quarr.  During Mass 

Mother Abbess renewed her vows and sang the 

“Suscipe” of monastic profession: “Receive me, O 
Lord, according to your promise, and I shall live; 
let me not be disappointed in my hope.”  After 

the Office of None the Sisters sang the Akathistos Hymn in honour of Our 

Lady.  All then proceeded to the parlour for a festive recreation.  After tea, 

the monks joined the nuns in the singing of Vespers. 
  

On 26th April – Memoria of Our Lady of Good Counsel, Secondary Patron 

of the monastery – Mother Abbess celebrated the first anniversary of her 

Abbatial Blessing with Solemn Mass celebrated by Monsignor Robert Le 

Gall, Archbishop Emeritus of Toulouse, who as a monk of the Solesmes 

Congregation lives partly at Quarr Abbey. 
  

Please remember Mother Abbess and the nuns of St Cecilia’s in your 

prayers. 
 

An Island Seminarian 
   

  Many of us here were delighted to hear the news in our October CHS 

newsletter that we have a new seminarian – Makir Ahmed. 

  Makir is the son of David and Marion Ahmed, who are well known to us 

in Ryde. He is in his first year at the English College in 

Valladolid in Spain. He gave brief talk and led a 

discussion on the priesthood and seminary training 

recently, with a group of parishioners in Ryde. He asks 

for our prayers. Please remember Makir that, under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, he may one day serve 

Almighty God and His Church in the Holy Priesthood. 



10 years ago – 150th anniversary at St. Mary’s, Ryde 
   

  Bishop Philip Egan made his first official visitation to Ryde ten years ago 

to concelebrate Solemn Mass to mark the 150th anniversary of the 

consecration of the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary Church. 

Built in 1846, it was the first church in England to bear this Marian title, 

and one of the earliest Catholic churches in the south to be consecrated 

(1863).   This was the first Episcopal visitation to St. Mary’s for twelve 

years. 

   The church was packed with parishioners (past and present), visitors 

and guests. These included the Lord Lieutenant of the Island, Major 

General Martin White; the Mayor of Ryde, Mr Wayne Whittle; the 

Island’s High Sheriff, Mrs Mary Case; and the Island MP, Mr Andrew 

Turner. The sanctuary was full with all the Island clergy, including Abbot 

Xavier of Quarr, making his first visit to St. Mary’s, and the former prior 

and retired Abbot of Douai, Dom Finbar Kealy.  On processing into the 

church, the bishop went first to the Sacred Heart Chapel where he prayed 

silently before the Blessed Sacrament (temporarily placed in the chapel).        

  In his homily the bishop paid tribute to the church and to the parish: “ 

The church today looks more beautiful than ever, a testimony to the great 
work of Father Glaysher and his parishioners. Our Diocese is proud of St. 
Mary’s. Today also gives us an opportunity to thank God for all we’ve 
received in this holy place: the Baptisms, Confirmations and First Holy 
Communions, the marriages and the funerals, the parish priests and 
parishioners we’ve known and loved”.  
  In this Mass, in which we thank God and pray for the parish family, living 

and dead, whom we’ve known and loved 
here, let’s also pray for all who belong to 
this community now, for the parish school, 
and for the next generations. Through the 
most pure Heart of Mary, may the Father 
pour out afresh the gifts of the Spirit, that 
all may find in Jesus Christ the happiness 
and fulfilment for which they long”. 
 



St. Mary’s at the time of its consecration in 1863 

(Above) Procession of clergy after Solemn Mass in 2023 for the 150th anniversary of the 

consecration of St. Mary’s Church.    (Below) Clergy & altar servers after the Solemn Mass 



In the afternoon the bishop presided at Solemn Vespers and he was 

welcomed into the church by the choir of St. Michael’s Church, 

Bembridge, singing Ave Maria, under the direction of Muriel Moss. After 

Vespers the bishop gave Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament before 

going to the Lady Chapel to lead prayers and venerate the statue.  Fr. 

Glaysher has expressed his gratitude to all those who assisted to prepare 

for the Bishop’s visitation. It was much appreciated.  
 

David and Janet Cooper – Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
  Congratulations to both David and Janet. Both are well known at St. 

Mary’s, Ryde. David has been a keen supporter and contributor to the 

Catholic History Society for some time. His recollections of past priests 

and parishioners has been invaluable to our society. 

  David and Janet married in St. Mary’s, Ryde in April, 1963. For many 

years they lived at Nettlestone. David remembers serving Mass in public 

halls at Seaview before Holy Cross church was built. 

  Both have been stalwart members of the Catholic church and 

community for a long time. In fact, David’s association with St. Mary’s and 

Holy Cross Church goes back almost eighty years, making him one of the 

oldest parishioners. He has served on the parish council and been involved 

with many of the church’s groups and activities.  
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THE BIRTH OF AN ONLINE PRAYER GROUP 
Contributed by Cecilia Herbing of Ryde 

 

When the worldwide spread of Covid 19 (known to be a dangerous disease 

which caused so much turmoil and chaos on our planet) evolved, some 

revered people emerged with the hope of helping to save the world by 

combating this rare kind of spiritual warfare.   It was on 16th March, 2020, 

that the government urged everybody in the UK to work from home, 

avoid pubs and restaurants, and even closed schools to give the NHS time 

to cope with this pandemic.   

This co-incided with our online rosary group was organized with a 

common purpose which began on the 18th March 2020, the Eve of the 

Feast of St. Joseph.  We would recite the prayers each night around 

8:30pm for about 45 minutes. Our daily prayers often include the Five 

Mysteries of the Holy Rosary, the Litany to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Oratio Imperata (prayer against Covid 19 by the Holy Father), The 

Memorare and the Prayer to St Michael the Archangel.   

At the start, barely twenty members joined us until it eventually increased 

day by day.   Today, we have about 150 participants with Rev Fr. Claro 

Conde our Spiritual Leader.  Members come from various places such in 



Hampshire (Portsmouth, Southampton, and Isle of Wight), as well as 

other regions of the UK, and also in US and Italy. Families participate 

generally together, united in spirit, with others (unknown to them) but 

united in the cause.  Thanks to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and the 

maternal guidance of our Blessed Mother, our group continues to thrive. 

We have now progressed beyond our original intentions and include 

prayers for catastrophes, such as wars in Ukraine and Russia, the recent 

earthquake in Turkey and Syria and many other intentions raised by 

members 
 

We would like to thank all those behind this online brigade that 

spearheaded this noble cause (including health care workers and 

Filipinos).   Among these people are Mr & Mrs Rob and Delia Maglinao 

and family, Mr & Mrs Frederick and Honey Anisto and family along with 

the contributor support of Mr & Mrs Johnny and Rhona Calumpita, Mr & 

Mrs Roberto and Almira Brillantes, Ms. Gloanne Lapus and Ms. Jade 

Madla. 
 

Sacrament of Penance (Confession) 
 

  Confessions are heard every Saturday (10-00am to 

11-00am) at Quarr Abbey and for 30minutes before 

every Latin (E.F.) Mass on the Island.  

  You can also check the times of Confessions at your 

church in your parish newsletter. 

  “Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven”.       (John 20: 23) 
 

Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham 
Inaugurated by Pope Benedict 

For details of Ordinariate Masses here on the 

Island please contact Fr. Jonathan Redvers Harris.  

Tel. 07847521717  

E. mail. frjonathanrh@btinternet.com 
 

In June we celebrate the 12th anniversary 

 of the Ordinariate celebrating its Liturgy here 

on the Island. 

mailto:frjonathanrh@btinternet.com


Walsingham Pilgrimage - 2016. 
  Forty five pilgrims to Walsingham (mainly from the Island) were 

accompanied by Fr. Jozef Gruszkiewicz and Fr. Jonathan Redvers Harris. 

  En route the pilgrims stopped at Oxburgh House, about 30 miles south 

west of Walsingham. This quintessential Tudor house, with its 

magnificent gatehouse and priest's hole, was built in 1482 by the 

Bedingfeld family.   After a tour of the house, including the priest’s hiding 

hole, Mass was offered in the family chapel by Fr. Jonathan.  

  The following day the group walked from Walsingham to the Slipper 

Chapel, carrying the statue of Our Blessed Lady along the holy mile, whilst 

reciting the rosary and singing Marian hymns, in order to show affiliation 

with the Medieval pilgrims, who had trodden the same path.  
 

(Above) Pilgrims carrying the Statue of Our Lady of Walsingham 

along the holy mile, whilst reciting the holy rosary 
  

  At the heart of any pilgrimage is the Mass. This, in itself, is a means of 

bearing witness to our Catholic Faith; for the truths of our Faith are all 

contained within and flow from the Sacrifice of the Mass and we joined in 

the midday Pilgrim Mass with other pilgrims at the Chapel of 



Reconciliation with both Fr. Jonathan and Fr. Jozef concelebrating. 
 

  Fr. Jozef also offered Mass inside the Slipper Chapel; after which pilgrims 

attended the Holy Hour with Exposition and Benediction, before walking 

through the Holy Door to obtain a Year of Mercy Indulgence.  

  The pilgrims also visited the Medieval ruins for a guided tour and Fr. 

Jonathan led prayers at the site of the ancient Holy House within the 

abbey ruins.  Later, the group visited the Anglican shrine and were 

sprinkled with Walsingham water from the same water source that 

flowed by the old abbey ruins. 

  In the evening Fr. Jonathan gave Benediction and pilgrims joined the 

torchlight procession around the garden whilst singing “Immaculate 
Mary;”  before leaving their lighted candles at the statue of Our Lady.   

  Fr. Josef described the pilgrimage as “a wonderful, spiritually uplifting 
time sharing our faith with fellow pilgrims”. 
 
 

Mary in stained glass 
  This beautiful stained glass window depicts Our Lady, Help of Christians 

(Feast 24th May). It was designed by the Catholic artist, Philip Westlake, 

and installed above the sacristy door in St. Mary’s, Ryde 140 years ago this 

month. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Holy Rosary 
 

The decades of the 

Holy Rosary. Look 

carefully at the 

fifteen images 

surrounding Our 

Lady in the centre of 

this picture. They 

depict the fifteen 

traditional decades 

of the rosary; whilst 

Our Lady holds 

Jesus on one arm 

and her rosary beads 

in the other hand. 

Her Sorrowful and 

Immaculate Heart is 

exposed, as she 

encourages us to 

pray the rosary and 

to meditate on the 

different mysteries. 

The month of May 

is an opportune time 

to pray the rosary 

individually or with 

family and friends. 

 

 

 



 

Significant dates / anniversaries 
May  

1st May  Consecration of John Baptist Cahill - Auxillary Bp. of Portsmouth 
(1900) 

4th May  Destruction of St. David's Church, East Cowes by WWII bomb (1942) 

5th May  Anniversary Episcopal consecration of Bishop Crispian Hollis (1987) 

12th May Anniversary - birth of Anthony Emery – 6th Bishop of Portsmouth. 

1918 

17th May 20th anniversary of Ordination of Fr. Anthony Glaysher (2003) 

19th May Anniversary of Formation of the Diocese (1882)     

21st May Anniversary of the Consecration of St. Mary's (1863) 

22nd May Anniversary of Dedication of Ryde (Catholic) Cemetery (1863) 

23rd May Death of Bishop John Vertue of Portsmouth, (1900) 

  Anniversary of the consecration of St. Saviour's, Totland Bay (1954) 

24th May Opening of St. Wilfrid’s Church, Ventnor. 1871.  

28th May Solemn Blessing of Mother Ninian as Abbess of St. Cecilia’s (1987) 
 

June 
1st June  Death of Thomas Grant, 1st Bp. of Southwark (1870) 

7th June  Anniversary of Opening of St. Mary's, Ryde (Trinity Sunday, 1846) 

  Ordination of Bishop Declan Lang (Paton of IoW CHS) 

  to the Holy Priesthood (1975) 

10th June Anniversary of the consecration of Sacred Heart, Shanklin (1988) 

11th June St. Thomas’s, Cowes opened for the first Mass.   (Trinity Sunday 1797) 

19th June Opening & First Mass in St. Joseph’s Church, Niton (1969).   
 

Keep in touch with the CHS 
Keep in touch with the CHS by visiting our web site (updated weekly) and our 

two Facebook pages (updated daily). Details at the front of this newsletter. 

Here are some other useful local Catholic websites and Facebook pages  
 

 

EWTN  
Catholic Television Channel - SKY Channel 588 
Daily Mass, Catholic Devotions, History, Culture & news from 

Rome. 



Websites of Pastoral Area and two of our Island parishes:- 
www.swiow.org.uk/welcome.htm     South Wight 

www.stmarysryde.org.uk      St. Mary’s, Ryde 

www.iowrcchurch.org.uk/pastoralarea.htm    Island Pastoral Area 
 

 

Abbey websites 
www.quarrabbey.org      Quarr Abbey 

www.stceciliasabbey.org.uk      St. Cecilia’s Abbey 
 

 

 

Facebook pages of two of our Island parishes:- 
 

www.facebook.com/Sacred-Heart-Shanklin-IoW-109361220728878/ Sacred Heart 
(17) South Wight Catholic Parish in Isle of Wight | Facebook    South Wight Parish 

www.facebook.com/stsaviourtotland/    St. Saviour’s 

www.facebook.com/StThomasCatholicIOW    St. Thomas’s, Newport  
     

   

  Finally, and as always, thank you once again for your support of the CHS. 

Our next CHS will appear towards the end of June. 

  We would be delighted to receive any articles / information / photographs 

of events relating to Catholic history and culture from all areas of the Island.   
                          

Peter  (on behalf of IoW Catholic History Society) 
 

 

The IoW Catholic History Society is an independent association promoting the Catholic history 

and culture of the Island. Any views and opinions recorded in this newsletter, and on the CHS 

website are those of its members. 
 

The Society is pleased to publicise (at its own discretion) articles and events contributed by other 

groups /societies or individuals, which have a Catholic / Christian ethos. 

The Society welcomes all contributions from members as well as any factual corrections. 
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